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Pace Chooses Hitachi 'SuperH' Power for 

Cable & Wireless Communications Digital Cable Box

Pace Micro Technology has announced that it will deploy Hitachi's 0.35um ASIC technology and SuperH RISC core as the main central processing unit (CPU) engine for its digital cable receiver/decoders for Cable & Wireless Communications.  Pace is supplying 100,000 digital cable boxes capable of receiving advanced interactive services in an agreement announced last week. Pace is the only manufacturer to hold contracts to manufacture receiver/decoders for digital cable, satellite and terrestrial in the UK. 

The Cable & Wireless Communications’ box, which is DVB-compliant, incorporate an MCNS cable modem for advanced interactive services, 2D graphics capabilities, an 80Mips SH3 RISC engine and resembles the OpenCable boxes being specified in North America. Probably the most advanced cable box anywhere in the world, it is already drawing significant interest from cable operators across Europe. 
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Says Andy Trott, Director of Engineering, Networks at Pace:  "We have been working with Hitachi for well over a year now. The company has an extremely impressive technology roadmap and is proving to be an excellent silicon partner. Hitachi’s commitment and support to this project has been second to none and it is very satisfying that Cable & Wireless Communications has endorsed our set-top architecture, including the SH3, so strongly. The SuperH RISC core is very powerful and is an important factor in being able to deliver these advanced interactive features to UK Cable homes." 

Welcoming the agreement, Matthew Trowbridge, general manager of marketing for Hitachi Europe, said: "The selection of Hitachi's SuperH RISC architecture for this new digital consumer application further endorses the position of SuperH as the most cost effective, high performance market leading RISC CPU. With the combination of Hitachi's strong European design support, and Pace's system expertise, we are confident that this will be a successful solution to meet current and future requirements of the emerging Digital Cable Broadcast market."

Notes to Editors

Pace Micro Technology
Pace Micro Technology plc is one of Europe's leading manufacturers of satellite television receivers, and was the first manufacturer to start volume shipments of digital decoders working to the MPEG-2 (Moving Picture Experts Group) standard. Pace has already manufactured over 6 million analogue and more than 1,500,000 digital set-top boxes. The company operates in over 80 countries worldwide, through a combination of Pace subsidiaries, distributors and joint ventures. Pace's head office is in Shipley, West Yorkshire. The company's shares are traded on the London Stock Exchange.  For further information, please visit our web sites at http://www.pacemicro.com

Hitachi
Hitachi Ltd., headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is one of the world's leading global electronics companies, with fiscal 1997 (ending March 31, 1998) consolidated sales of 8,417 billion yen ($63.8 billion). The company manufactures and markets a wide range of products including computers, semiconductors, consumer products and power and industrial equipment. Web-site:  http://www.hitachi-eu.com/hel/ecg.
