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NCI AND PACE TO CREATE INTERACTIVE SET-TOP BOX

 FOR CABLE & WIRELESS IN THE UK

LONDON, October 22, 1998 – Today at the European Cable Communication show, Network Computer, Inc. (NCI) announced they have been selected to provide the interactive television platform on set-top boxes from Pace Micro Technology plc. [Pace is the leading supplier of digital set-top boxes to Europe’s cable and satellite companies, with nearly 2 million digital set-top boxes deployed around the world.]  The first set-top boxes will be deployed to Cable & Wireless Communications in the United Kingdom in 1999 to provide a variety of enhanced television services and applications that integrate broadcast television and the Internet.  

The NCI and Pace alliance follows an announcement in July that Cable & Wireless Communications had awarded Pace the first contract to manufacture 100,000 advanced digital cable set-top boxes with the capability to deliver enhanced digital services into UK cable homes.  In March, 1998, Cable & Wireless Communications selected NCI’s DTV Navigator platform as the foundation for its broadband interactive cable deployments. 

NCI and Pace will work together to create a robust and reliable hardware solution for Cable and Wireless using NCI’s DTV Navigator.  NCI’s DTV Navigator software is an application platform for set-top box manufacturers and cable operators which delivers full Internet capabilities and enhanced television services via open standards.  Enhanced television services and applications include electronic programming guides, personalised news and information services and interactive shopping and banking.

The set-top box will be seen for the first time at the European Cable Communications exhibition at Olympia on October 20 through 23.  The Cable and Wireless set-top boxes will be available to the first customers in the spring of 1999.  Cable & Wireless Communications provides local, national and international interactive voice and date telecommunications together with multi-channel and internet services.

“We're pleased to be working with one of Europe's leading set-top box vendors,” said David Roux, CEO of NCI.  “Together, NCI and Pace are creating one of the first set-top box solutions in Europe that uses the Internet to provide new interactive services and enhanced television programming.”

According to Malcolm Miller, Chief Executive of Pace:  “Our five years’ experience in digital television and our demonstrated capability to integrate such advanced software was pivotal in CWC’s selection of Pace as its set top box supplier.  


[Info about the Dvi 4000?]

ENDS

Note to editors

1. Pace Micro Technology plc is one of Europe's leading manufacturers of satellite television receivers, and was the first manufacturer to start volume shipments of digital decoders working to the MPEG2 (Moving Picture Experts Group) standard. Pace has already manufactured over 6,500,000 analogue receivers and almost 2,000,000 digital set-top boxes. The company has shipped to over 80 countries world-wide.  Pace's head office is in Shipley, West Yorkshire. The company's shares are traded on the London Stock Exchange.  For further information, please visit our web site at http://www.pacemicro.com

Network Computer, Inc. is an affiliate of Oracle Corp. and Netscape and is a leading provider of information appliance software. Founded in 1996, NCI brings its technology to homes, schools and businesses through its strategic worldwide alliances. NCI is based in Redwood Shores, Calif., and can be reached at 650/631-4600. NCI’s Web site is http://www.nc.com.
Notes to Editors

Pace Micro Technology plc is one of Europe's leading manufacturers of satellite television receivers, and was the first manufacturer to start volume shipments of digital decoders working to the MPEG2 (Moving Picture Experts Group) standard. Pace has already manufactured over 6,500,000 analogue receivers and almost 2,000,000 digital set-top boxes. The company operates in over 80 countries world-wide. Pace's head office is in Shipley, West Yorkshire. The company's shares are traded on the London Stock Exchange.

For further information, please visit our web site at http://www.pacemicro.com
