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Pace signs second digital cable deal for the UK with NTL

Pace Micro Technology plc, Europe’s largest manufacturer of digital set-top boxes, today announced a deal with NTL Ltd to supply 100,000 digital cable boxes over the next 12 months. This deal reinforces Pace’s leading position as the only manufacturer to hold contracts to manufacture receiver/decoders for all three digital TV platforms in the UK: cable, satellite and terrestrial.

The box features an integrated cable modem to the DVB-RC standard. This will be one of the first deployments of DVB-RC technology in the world.  The box will also feature a Pace bespoke ASIC and  Hitachi’s  Super-H technology in the way of an 80mips SH-3 RISC micro-processor.  This supplies proven technology in a way which reduces NTL’s time to market with a  design  which builds on Pace’s investment in advanced cable hardware architecture.

Cont/…

Pace signs second digital cable deal for the UK with NTL/2

Malcolm Miller, Pace’s chief executive said:  ‘Pace is very proud of this partnership as it demonstrates our focus on being first to market with high technology solutions. Pace is now launch supplier to two of the UK’s three major cable operators, and has won each contract announced so far.   As well as leading in cable, Pace is currently the only manufacturer to have launched a BSkyB Digibox for digital satellite TV. We are also at an advanced development stage with our ONdigital digital terrestrial box and are about to embark on field trials.”

Jeremy Thorp, managing director of NTL said: ”We’re delighted to have reached this agreement with Pace.  We have had a long association with Pace through digital television and this deal heralds a new era in our relationship. Pace’s track record in being first to market with new technology has been a major factor in our choice.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

Pace Micro Technology plc is one of Europe's leading manufacturers of satellite television receivers, and was the first manufacturer to start volume shipments of digital decoders working to the MPEG2 (Moving Picture Experts Group) standard. Pace has already manufactured over 6,500,000 analogue receivers and almost 2,000,000 digital set-top boxes. The company operates in over 80 countries world-wide. Pace's head office is in Shipley, West Yorkshire. The company's shares are traded on the London Stock Exchange.

Digital cable receiver/decoders are designed to leverage the high capacity return path afforded by the system.  UK cable companies aim to use this bandwidth for interactive services in order to differentiate their services.

For further information, please visit our web site at http://www.pacemicro.com

