







Pace Micro Technology,









Victoria Road, 










Saltaire, 









SHIPLEY.  









West Yorkshire.  









BD18 3LF











Issue date: 22 May 1998  

Contact:      
Amanda David
Tel:  

+44(0)1274 532.000 ext. 7425





E-mail:

amanda.david@pace.co.uk



Janet Awe
Tel: 

+44(0)171 592 3109





E-mail:

jawe@kinross-and-render.co.uk



Joe Kelly
Tel:

+44(0)171 592 3107





E-mail:

jkelly@kinross-and-render.co.uk

Pace welcomes BIB progress on EC Approval for Digital Interactive Services
Pace Micro Technology today welcomed BT’s confirmation that it has given undertakings to meet the concerns of the European Commission (EC) in approving the formation of British Interactive Broadcasting.  The move takes the launch of the full range of digital television services in the UK a significant step closer for consumers who, in recent research by Pace, said that interactive services like home shopping and home banking would be key reasons to take digital services.

Pace expects to be the first manufacturer to deliver set-top boxes to BSkyB, which will deliver BIB’s interactive services into the home.  The box, which Pace expects to deliver to the market ahead of its competitors in June this year, has already been provisioned to support BIB’s software-based services.
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“The delay in getting EC approval for the launch of BIB has had a restrictive impact on the launch of digital services in the UK,” says Andrew Wallace, marketing director at Pace.  “The BIB subsidy of digital set-top boxes now looks very likely. This will broaden the appeal of digital services.”

The cost of the subsidised digital set-top boxes has not yet been announced by the broadcasters but it is believed they will retail at around £200.  Pace’s consumer research, which was published in January this year, indicated that almost half of respondents felt that £199 represented good value for money or was ‘about right’.
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Pace Background

Pace Micro Technology plc is one of Europe’s leading manufacturers of satellite television receivers, and was the first manufacturer to start volume shipments of digital decoders working to the MPEG-2 (Moving Picture Experts Group) standard. Pace has a 60 per cent market share of the UK set-top box market and has already manufactured more than 6,000,000 analogue boxes and over 1,500,000 digital set-top boxes. The company operates in over 80 countries world-wide, through a combination of Pace subsidiaries, distributors and joint ventures. Pace’s head office is in Shipley, West Yorkshire. The company’s shares are traded on the London Stock Exchange.

For further information, please visit our web site at http://www.pacemicro.com

